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Sept. 1, 2000 
WALL NAMED EIU'S ACTING PROVOST. VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
CHARLESTON- The dean ofEastem Illinois University's College of Sciences, Lida 
Wall, has been named acting provost and vice president for academic affairs. 
The appointment, effective Friday, Sept. 8, will continue while a national search takes 
place for a permanent provost. The university would like to fill the position by July 1, 2001. 
EIU President Carol D. Surles expressed pleasure at Wall's willingness to assume the 
interim position. 
"I am delighted that Dean Wall has agreed to take on this enormous charge," Surles said. 
"She will lead the academic unit from a strong and experienced administrative foundation. She 
has the respect of her colleagues throughout the campus. Many credit her with the ability to lead 
with a good balance of personal connection and consultation. 
"I look forward to working with her. We are fortunate that she said, 'yes!'" Surles added. 
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Wall will be replacing Teshome Abebe, who will be returning to teaching as a professor 
in Eastern's Department of Economics. Abebe has served as the university's provost and vice 
president for academic affairs since July 1998. 
"Serving as provost and vice president for academic affairs is an intellectually 
challenging opportunity. I look forward to helping move the university forward during this 
transition period and highlighting the many outstanding academic programs," Wall said. 
Wall, who was named dean in 1995, arrived at Eastern following nine years as chair of 
the Department of Speech and Hearing Science at The Ohio State University in Columbus. She 
earned a bachelor's degree in speech communication from the University ofNorthern Colorado, 
a master's degree in audiology from the University of Wyoming and a doctorate in hearing 
science from The Ohio State University. 
She is a certified audiologist and has been a major leader in her field. She recently was 
elected a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association- one of the highest 
forms of recognition by ASHA of an individual's accomplishments. She has served on the board 
ofthe National Council for Academic Accreditation of Graduate Programs in Communication 
Disorders and Sciences and served for a number of years on the National Council of Graduate 
Programs in Communication Disorders and Sciences. 
Wall has written a resource text on the auditory system and its disorders for health and 
speech-language professionals and has published more than 40 articles in professional journals 
covering such topics as auditory brainstem response, hearing disorders of children and adults, 
hearing loss of the elderly and the use of hearing aids. She has more than $1 million in grant 
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funding to conduct research on a variety of topics including the effects of age on communication 
disorders. 
Her major accomplishments as dean of the College of Sciences include increasing 
undergraduate research opportunities, restructuring the Department of Biological Sciences, 
establishing base funding to purchase scientific equipment and support faculty development and 
implementing the Master of Science in Natural Sciences degree program. 
Wall said she will be consulting with the chairs in the College of Sciences to seek a 
recommendation for an acting dean of the college. 
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